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Since the breakup of the Soviet System in the early 1990’s, many Eastern European Countries have experience an increasing number of children living on the streets. This growing number of street children reflects the social and economic problems of a society in transition. In Romania additionally to other factors, Nicolae Ceausescu’s, anti-abortion policies cause tremendous increase in number of orphans in institutions and children living on the streets. 

Edet Belzberg descended into the tunnels of Bucharest in 1999 and 2000, filming for more than a year the children who live on the streets of Bucharest. The author’s camera was rolling showing the children’s every day routine with five children age 8 to 16 telling their life stories. They are five out of more than 20,000 Romanian children. A child is making bed on the floor of the subway tunnel, sniffing spray paint, and fighting brutally for food and water, fighting for life… There are some “laws” and “ethics” that have been developed in the group to regulate their life. You will see some of the parents and social services. There is no narration, and almost no comments. Just true eye-opening stories that are incredible but common for street children. Every professional, who wants to gain understanding of these children and bring change for forgotten children over the world, needs to see this film. 

